
Did you know? 

1914 - a very memorable Christmas 

A cold winter’s night on the western front. For a 

few hours humanity shone in the cruelty of war: 
a football match between the enemy sides.  

The First World War - they said it would be over 

by Christmas, but throughout November and 
December the guns in Flanders, especially 

around the small town of Ypres, still fired across 

no man’s land to the enemy in the trenches on the other side and with no 
end of the war in sight. It was going to carry on into 1915, despite the 

great losses on both sides. 

What happened at Christmas 1914 is still a source of debate for many 
historians, but it seems that along many parts of the western front, troops 

on both sides made a spontaneous and reciprocal decision to call a 
Christmas truce and lay down their weapons for the yuletide period. And 

not only was there a truce, but there was also fraternisation between 
soldiers who walked into no man’s land, met with their enemy and 

exchanged Christmas wishes (and in some cases, even gifts). It was also 
reported that some enemy soldiers even organised impromptu games of 

football.  

And it is these football matches that are going to be commemorated in UK 

schools to mark the centenary through Football Remembers, a joint 
initiative of the British Council, the Premier League, the Football League 

and the Football Association. 

Prince William, president of the Football Association, is supporting the 
commemoration. "We all grew up with the story of soldiers from both 

sides putting down their arms on Christmas Day, and it remains wholly 
relevant today as a message of hope over adversity, even in the bleakest 

of times," he said. 

Football Remembers week is at the beginning of December 2014. As a 
mark of respect for those soldiers who played in the Christmas truce 

football matches, all UK Premiership football matches in this week will 
begin with a photograph taken of all 22 players from the two opposing 

teams. 

In the First World War of course, the governments of both sides ensured 

that such a truce never happened again: they didn’t want their troops to 
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see the human face of the enemy. And so every Christmas following, the 
German and British commanders sent out orders that there must be no 

fraternisation with the enemy – on pain of execution. 

To find out more about Christmas 1914 with some clips of film from Oh! 

What a lovely war and first hand accounts of the ceasefire and football 
matches have a look at this YouTube video. 

And here is Christmas in the Trenches, a song written and performed by 

John McCutcheon.  

If you would like to use the Christmas truce as a topic in your lesson, then 
we have provided you with two activities. You’ll find them in the following 

Teacher’s notes and on the Worksheet. 

Teacher’s notes 

Copy the Worksheet ‘The Christmas truce’ – one for each student. 

Both activities are on the sheet. 

Activity 1 (level A2 upwards, 20+ minutes) 

 On the board write 1914 – 1918 and ask students what happened
during this period. (The First World War) Allow a few minutes of

discussion.

 Give each student a copy of The Christmas truce and tell students to
read the text. Help with any unknown vocabulary.

 In pairs, students discuss the questions below the text. (For questions
1 and 2, there are no right or wrong answers, just the student’s

personal opinion. For question 3, see above for more information.)

Activity 2 (level A2 upwards, 25+ minutes) 

 Ask students to imagine they were one of the British soldiers and to
write a letter home about the Christmas truce. There are some guide

questions to help.
 Help less confident students.

 When everyone has finished, ask students to read out their letters to
the class.

Extension activity: If you have time to spare and you think your 
students would be confident enough, ask them to act out the meeting on 

no man’s land.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zo35wfYXo9g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJi41RWaTCs
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Worksheet - The Christmas truce 

Activity 1: Read this story about the Christmas truce and then answer the 

questions below with a partner. 

Ypres, Belgium, Christmas Eve 1914. It was a bitterly cold night; there were plenty of stars and the 
ground was hard. The soldiers on both sides were trying to keep warm. The German soldiers 
decorated their little Christmas trees and opened their packages from home.  
The soldiers on both sides were thinking of their families: mothers and wives and brothers and 
sisters. And nobody wanted to fight at Christmas.  
Instead of gunfire, the soldiers sang carols to celebrate Christmas. The Germans sang, Stille Nacht 
and the British sang Silent Night. They shouted in greeting to each other:  
‘Hallo, Tommy!’ called the Germans. 
‘Hello, Fritz!’ replied the British.  
Then one by one, the soldiers waved flags and stood up in no man’s land. The soldiers walked across 
towards the enemy lines. They met each other and shook hands. 
‘Hallo, my name is Hans,’ one German soldier said. He was pleased to speak a little English. 
‘Pleased to meet you, Hans. I’m Jack,’ laughed one of the British soldiers. They started talking to each 
other. 
‘Where do you live?’ 
‘I live in London. And you?’  
‘I live in Berlin.’ 
Some soldiers exchanged gifts of plum pudding, chocolate, cigarettes and schnapps with the enemy 
and they took photographs together.  
‘Let’s have a game of football,’ shouted one of the Scottish soldiers. They used their hats as goalposts 
and played a Christmas game of football - and tried to forget for a few hours that they were in the 
middle of a terrible war.  

truce - Waffenruhe/-stillstand  packages - Päckchen  no man’s land - Niemandsland 

1 Why do you think the Christmas truce happened? 

a) The soldiers on both sides wanted to get to know their enemy.

b) The soldiers wanted to have a drink with the enemy.

c) The soldiers were homesick and wanted to celebrate with friends and family.

d) German and British soldiers thought it was wrong to kill at Christmas.

2 Can you think of any more reasons for the Christmas truce? 

3 What do you think happened the following year, at Christmas 1915? 

Activity 2: Imagine you were one of the British soldiers. Write a letter to your 

family at home telling them about your surprising Christmas. In your letter 

answer the following questions: Who did you meet?; When did you meet them?; 

Where did you meet them?; What did you do together?; How did you feel? 

Start like this: Dear Mum and Dad … 




