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Transport is everywhere! In the air, by rail or road, on the water, by cable or 
pipeline and even in space – people, animals and goods are constantly on the 
move. Transport is fundamental both for trade between people and for 
establishing cultural exchanges and increasing understanding between  
different cultures. As a field of study, transport can be divided into three 
categories: infrastructure, vehicles, and operations. Infrastructure for transport 
is all around us – from airports, railway and bus stations to warehouses,  
trucking terminals, refuelling depots and seaports. Vehicles include automobiles, 
bicycles, buses, trains, trucks, people, ships, helicopters and aeroplanes. 
Operations deal with the way the vehicles are operated, and the procedures  
set for this purpose, including financing, legalities and policies. Passenger 
transport may be public or private. Freight transport is today focused on 
containerisation. Transport plays an important part in economic growth and 
globalisation, but can also cause air pollution and use large amounts of land.  
It is commonly heavily influenced by governments, both in terms of subsidies 
and planning, which is essential to make traffic flow and control urban sprawl.

Intermodal Freight Transport

1 What are the most common forms of 
transport?

2 Why is transport so important?
3 What are the most common forms of 

infrastructure for land-based transport?

4 Which category of transportation controls its regulations?
5 Name two problems that can result from the transport 

industry.
6 What areas do governments need to influence in the 

transport industry?

 2 Match these words with their definitions. 

1 cable a  the systems and services necessary for a country to function well
2 goods b  a place where goods are stored
3 infrastructure c  issues connected with the law
4 depots d  thick, strong metal rope or wire 
5 legalities e  the process of transporting goods in enormous boxes 
6 containerisation f  to move smoothly and constantly
7 subsidies g  products destined for sale, carried by truck, plane or ship
8 flow h  money that governments give to help organisations

 3  The following table summarises the CO2 emission factors by freight transport mode, established by  
Essen in 2003. Match transport modality and green tonality. Which is the greenest means of transport? 
Which is the most polluting one? Write a short paragraph to summarise these data.

Modality
CO2 emission g-t/km (expressed  

in grams CO2 per tonne-kilometre)

1 Articulated lorry 60-80 A

2 Lorry 10-20 tonnes (local delivery) 120-150 B

3 Electric Train 30-40 C

4 Diesel electric train 35-45 D

5 Ship 250-1000 tonnes 35-70 E

6 Ship 1000-3000 tonnes 30-55 F
CO2 emission factors by freight transport mode (Essen et al., 2003)

 1 Read the text and answer the questions.
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 4 10  Complete the table referring to the text above with the words from the box. Then listen and check. 

Aircraft and
company name

Number of engines Country

1 Beluga  
__________

__________ __________

2 __________
Nasa Aero Space lines

__________ __________

3 __________
Boeing

__________ __________

4 __________
__________

__________ Russia

5 225
__________

__________ __________

Air Freight
Today an increasing number of goods are transported by air. Planes can transport letters, cars and even horses as 
well as other planes! Virtually every passenger flight also transports cargo, and of course many flights are for the 
transportation of goods only. The planes used may be similar to passenger planes or are sometimes old passenger 
planes which have been converted for goods transportation, or they may be cargo aircraft, some of which are 
enormous. The Boeing 747-400, for example, can transport the same quantity of goods as 5 articulated lorries!  
But there is yet another category of plane which was developed exclusively for cargo: the super transporter. The 
largest of these, the Antonov AN-225, can carry over 250 tonnes of cargo!

Russia  Europe  two  Super Guppy  four  USA  four  Antonov  four   
Airbus  six  747 Dreamlifter  USA  124  Antonov
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 4 10  Complete the table referring to the text above with the words from the box. Then listen and check. 

Aircraft andcompany name Number of engines Country

1

Beluga  
__________ __________

__________

2

__________
Nasa Aero Space lines

__________
__________

3

__________
Boeing __________

__________

4

__________
__________ __________

Russia

5

225
__________ __________

__________

Air Freight
Today an increasing number of goods are transported by air. Planes can transport letters, cars and even horses as 

well as other planes! Virtually every passenger flight also transports cargo, and of course many flights are for the 

transportation of goods only. The planes used may be similar to passenger planes or are sometimes old passenger 

planes which have been converted for goods transportation, or they may be cargo aircraft, some of which are 

enormous. The Boeing 747-400, for example, can transport the same quantity of goods as 5 articulated lorries!  

But there is yet another category of plane which was developed exclusively for cargo: the super transporter. The 

largest of these, the Antonov AN-225, can carry over 250 tonnes of cargo!

Russia  Europe  two  Super Guppy  four  USA  four  Antonov  four   

Airbus  six  747 Dreamlifter  USA  124  Antonov
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