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Let’s begin 
In what situations do you have to wait? 

Waiting

Talk about these pictures with a partner. Then share your ideas in class.

•	 Where	are	the	people?	
•	 What	are	they	doing?
•	 What	are	they	waiting	for?	
•	 How	long	have	they	been	waiting,	do	you	think?
•	 How	do	they	feel?	
•	 How	do	you	think	the	situation	will	end?	

1

    1a

   How long …?  |  Present progressive & present perfect progressive  |  Asking about a late delivery   

Worth the wait?

What do you do to pass the time when you have to wait? 
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Find out about a service at a theme park. Would you pay extra for it? Why (not)?

	 	 	 	 Beat	the	queues	with	Q-beater!	
Our	app	allows	you	to	reserve	your	place	in	the	queue	
for	your	favourite	rides	without	standing	in	line.

•	 Simply	choose	a	ride	and	book	your	place.	
•	 You’re	free	to	explore	the	park.	
•	 	Go	to	your	ride	at	your	pre-booked	time	

and	enter	via	the	Q-beater	entrance.
•	 Enjoy	the	ride!
•	 Book	your	next	ride	…

Helpful phrases
It’s (not) worth it.
It’s (not) a waste of money.

In which of these other situations would you be willing to 
pay extra to avoid waiting? 

•	 To	have	priority	boarding	on	a	plane.
•	 To	shop	‘after	hours’	in	an	empty	store.
•	 To	have	priority	booking	for	a	concert	or	a	show.	

Listen to an interview with Rhianna, a young woman waiting in a queue.

1	 Which	position	does	she	have	in	the	queue?
2	 How	long	has	she	been	waiting?	
3	 What	has	she	been	doing	in	the	queue?

Grammar: Present progressive and present perfect progressive

Present progressive
What	is she doing?
She is waiting	to	go	into	the	concert.

Remember:	for	+	period	of	time;	since	+	point	of	time

  2.2 1d

Present perfect progressive
How	long	has she been doing	it?
How	long	has she been waiting?
She has been waiting	for	24	hours.
She has been waiting	since	yesterday.

Read these sentences from news reports. Write the verbs in the present perfect progressive.

1	 World news:	A	boat	full	of	migrants	(wait)	 	to	land	for	five	days.

2	 	National news:	The	prime	minister	(talk)	 	to	security	experts	

all	morning.

3	 Health:	Some	patients	(wait)	 	for	a	transplant	for	over	a	year.	

4	 Sport:	The	athletes	(train)	 	for	a	year.

5	 Weather:	It	(rain)	 	heavily	all	week.	

Tick the statements that are true for you.

		I’m	learning	English.
		I’m	doing	another	course,	too.
		I’m	reading	a	good	book.
		I’m	wearing	glasses	/	contact	lenses.
		I’m	wearing	a	ring.

Now swap books with a partner. Look at exercise 2b and ask How long have you been …?

 2b

    2c

    1b

Worth the wait? 7

fi ft y-fi ve
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Find out about a service at a theme park. Would you pay extra for it? Why (not)?
	 	 	 	 Beat	the	queues	with	Q-beater!	

Our	app	allows	you	to	reserve	your	place	in	the	queue	

for	your	favourite	rides	without	standing	in	line.
•	 Simply	choose	a	ride	and	book	your	place.	

•	 You’re	free	to	explore	the	park.	
•	 	Go	to	your	ride	at	your	pre-booked	time	

and	enter	via	the	Q-beater	entrance.
•	 Enjoy	the	ride!•	 Book	your	next	ride	…

Helpful phrasesIt’s (not) worth it.It’s (not) a waste of money.

In which of these other situations would you be willing to 

pay extra to avoid waiting? •	 To	have	priority	boarding	on	a	plane.
•	 To	shop	‘after	hours’	in	an	empty	store.
•	 To	have	priority	booking	for	a	concert	or	a	show.	Listen to an interview with Rhianna, a young woman waiting in a queue.

1	 Which	position	does	she	have	in	the	queue?

2	 How	long	has	she	been	waiting?	
3	 What	has	she	been	doing	in	the	queue?

Grammar: Present progressive and present perfect progressive

Present progressiveWhat	is she doing?She is waiting	to	go	into	the	concert.

Remember:	for	+	period	of	time;	since	+	point	of	time
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Present perfect progressiveHow	long	has she been doing	it?
How	long	has she been waiting?
She has been waiting	for	24	hours.
She has been waiting	since	yesterday.

Read these sentences from news reports. Write the verbs in the present perfect progressive.

1	 World news:	A	boat	full	of	migrants	(wait)	

	to	land	for	five	days.

2	 	National news:	The	prime	minister	(talk)	

	to	security	experts	

all	morning.
3	 Health:	Some	patients	(wait)	

	for	a	transplant	for	over	a	year.	

4	 Sport:	The	athletes	(train)	

	for	a	year.

5	 Weather:	It	(rain)	

	heavily	all	week.	

Tick the statements that are true for you.		I’m	learning	English.		I’m	doing	another	course,	too.		I’m	reading	a	good	book.		I’m	wearing	glasses	/	contact	lenses.
		I’m	wearing	a	ring.

Now swap books with a partner. Look at exercise 2b and ask How long have you been …?

 2b

    2c

    1b

Worth the wait? 7
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