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2 Step 1 | Learning

1b  Vocabulary: Education and learning
Cross out the word that doesn’t fi t in each group.

1 learn  |  study  |  work
2 apprenticeship  |  college  |  university
3 course  |  homework  |  lesson 
4 apprentice  |  doctorate  |  student
5 certifi cate  |  diploma  |  subject

1a  Comprehension
Cover the text and, in class, try to remember what was 
written about these numbers. Then uncover the text and 
read out any information that you couldn’t remember.

55  |  19  |  two  |  the 1930s  |  1971  |  98

Education and skills |  Relative pronouns (that / which, who, where)

Starter Life-long learning
What’s the best age to learn new skills? What skill have you learnt recently?

Back to school – at 100!
100-year-old Bholaram Das has become the 
oldest student in India – and probably in the 
world. He is starting at Guwahati University to 
study for a doctorate in a subject which is very 
important to him – the history of Hinduism in 
Bohori, the village where he was born. On his 
hundredth birthday, he told reporters, “I’m 100, 

but my head still works! I’m still good at learning 
things. If my son can get a doctorate at the age of 
55, why can’t I at a hundred?”

Bholaram has had a very full life. As a teenager, 
he became interested in politics, and when he was 
19, he went to prison for two months because he 
protested against the British in India. In the 1930s, 

he trained and worked as a teacher, then 
 studied for a degree in law at Calcutta 
 University. He was a lawyer and a judge 
 until he retired in 1971. A family member 
said, “He’s the kind of  person who always 
has to be active. Even  after he offi cially 
 retired, he still worked as a lawyer from 
home until he was 98! It’s amazing that he’s 
starting something new, and all his family 
and friends will help him to succeed.”

A professor at the  university where 
Bholaram is going to study said, “ Someone 
who decides to learn something new at 
the age of a hundred shows that  learning has 
nothing to do with age. He’s the perfect 
example of life-long  learning.” 

–> L&C: Schooldays, page 43

28 twenty-eight
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2  Grammar –>  LS, page 30

Relative pronouns: that / which, who, where
  Bholaram Das is going to study a subject that / 

which is very important to him.
He’s the kind of person who always has to be 
active.
 The university where he’s going to study is in 
Guwahati.

2a  About Bholaram 
Complete the fi rst part of the sentences about Bholaram 
(1–6) with that / which, who or where, then match them 
with the second part (a–f).

1 Calcutta is the university _______________ ...

2 He’s the kind of person _______________ ...

3 The qualifi cation _______________ ...

4 Bohori is the village _______________ ...

5 Hinduism is the subject _______________ ...

6 He has a lot of friends _______________ ...

 a) ... he was born.
 b) ... he studied law.
 c) ... will help him to succeed.
 d) ... he’s going to study.
 e) ... is an inspiration to us all.
 f) ... he wants to get is a doctorate.

2b  What’s the word?
Work with a partner. Partner A: Look at page 123. Partner 
B: Look at page 125.

3  How to say it: Talking about education and skills 

I trained as (a teacher).
I did a course in (English) in (2010).
I have a (certifi cate) in (business).
I did a (three-year) apprenticeship to become (an 
 electrician).
I’m a qualifi ed (electrician).
I don’t have any formal qualifi cations.
I have a lot of experience with (computers).
I can (use a computer).
I’m good at (using a computer).

1/24 Listen and repeat.

4a  1/25-26  An interview 
Listen to a man talking to a young woman about her 
 education and skills. Why is he helping her?

1/26 Listen again and complete the form.

Step 1 | Learning

School: (1) __________________ – 2007 Liphook 
Secondary School, Brighton
University / College: 2007 – 2008 Richmond 

(2) __________________ College
Title of degree / Apprenticeship: Offi ce 

(3) __________________

Qualifi cations: Apprenticeship 

(4) __________________, intermediate Spanish 
 certifi cate
Other courses: Spanish (evening school), 

advanced (5) __________________ communication
Skills: Languages (Spanish – intermediate; 
 Japanese – (6) __________________ ), computers

4b  Now you: Your education and skills
Work with a partner. In turn, ask questions about his / her 
education and skills.
Where / When did you go to school? What qualifi cations / 
skills have you got? Do you have any experience with ...?

Round up

5a  Quiz time 
In class, say who or what these sentences are about.

The TV comedy show with James and Miss Sophie which 
is shown in Germany on 31st December every year.
The actor who played Dirty Harry.
The city where you can visit the Prado museum.

Work in small groups. In turn, make similar sentences for 
the other students to guess.

5b  Talk about it 
• What subject would you like to study?
• What are the best ways to learn English?
• What adult education courses are there in your area?

twenty-nine
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–>  LS, page 30
Relative pronouns: that / which, who, where
  Bholaram Das is going to study a subject that / 

which is very important to him.  He’s the kind of person who always has to be 
active.

  The university where he’s going to study is in 
Guwahati.

2a  About Bholaram Complete the fi rst part of the sentences about Bholaram 

(1–6)	with	that / which, who or where, then match them 

with	the	second	part	(a–f).1	 Calcutta	is	the	university	_______________ ...
2 He’s the kind of person _______________ ...

3 The qualifi cation _______________ ...4 Bohori is the village _______________ ...5 Hinduism is the subject _______________ ...
6	 He	has	a	lot	of	friends	_______________ ...	 a)	 ...	he	was	born.	 b)	 ...	he	studied	law.	 c)	 ...	will	help	him	to	succeed.	 d)	 ...	he’s	going	to	study.	 e)	 ...	is	an	inspiration	to	us	all.	 f)	 ...	he	wants	to	get	is	a	doctorate.

2b  What’s the word?Work	with	a	partner.	Partner	A:	Look	at	page	123.	Partner	

B:	Look	at	page	125.

3  How to say it: Talking about education and skills 
I	trained	as	(a	teacher).I	did	a	course	in	(English)	in	(2010).
I	have	a	(certifi	cate)	in	(business).I	did	a	(three-year)	apprenticeship	to	become	(an	
	electrician).I’m	a	qualifi	ed	(electrician).I	don’t	have	any	formal	qualifi	cations.
I	have	a	lot	of	experience	with	(computers).
I	can	(use	a	computer).I’m	good	at	(using	a	computer).1/24 Listen and repeat.

4a  1/25-26  An interview Listen to a man talking to a young woman about her 

 education and skills. Why is he helping her?1/26 Listen again and complete the form.

Step 1 | Learning

School:	(1)	__________________ – 2007 Liphook 
Secondary School, BrightonUniversity / College: 2007 – 2008 Richmond 
(2) __________________ CollegeTitle of degree / Apprenticeship: Offi ce (3) __________________Qualifi cations: Apprenticeship (4) __________________, intermediate Spanish 

 certifi cate
Other courses: Spanish (evening school), advanced (5)	__________________ communication

Skills: Languages (Spanish – intermediate; 
 Japanese	–	(6)	__________________ ), computers

4b  Now you: Your education and skills
Work	with	a	partner.	In	turn,	ask	questions	about	his	/	her 

education and skills.Where / When did you go to school? What qualifi cations / 

skills have you got? Do you have any experience with ...?
Round up

5a  Quiz time In	class,	say	who	or	what	these	sentences	are	about.
The TV comedy show with James and Miss Sophie which 

is	shown	in	Germany	on	31st December every year.
The actor who played Dirty Harry.The city where you can visit the Prado museum.
Work	in	small	groups.	In	turn,	make	similar	sentences	for	

the other students to guess.

5b  Talk about it •	 What subject would you like to study?
•	 What are the best ways to learn English?
•	 What adult education courses are there in your area?
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