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8 Worksheet on Rhetoric:
Headings

Different texts from: Michael Mitchell, Ethnic Diversity in the UK, Viewfinder Topics
(Minchen: Langenscheidt, 2010).

A BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON HEADINGS

In language classes, you often need to consider headings. You might be asked to “Comment
on the headlines and caption and their use of language” (cp. book p. 52, task 6) when doing
analysis tasks or you might have to come up with your own title for an essay. Here you’ll find

a collection of definitions, rules, tips and finally some exercises.

1 TRickY TERMS®

A caption is the words printed above or below a picture in a book or newspaper or on a
television screen to explain what the picture is showing (DCE).

A title is the name given to a particular book, painting, play etc. (DCE)

A heading is the title written at the beginning of a piece of writing or at the beginning of part
of a book (DCE).

A headline? is the title of a newspaper report, which is printed in large letters above the
report (DCE)

All definitions according to the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

' An alliteration (i.e. the repetition of sounds — here the ‘t’ — at the start of a word) was used here to create an
interesting heading as it unites the words through a kind of repetition.

2 “Information Sheet 18: Newspaper Headlines” can be found on the CD-ROM accompanying the Ethnic
Diversity Resource Book.
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2 THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A GOOD HEADING"

Many readers first scan or skim texts before they read them, so good headings help to make
people read a text or enable them to find what they are looking for quickly.

3 How To COMPOSE THE BEST HEADINGS EVER®

In general
- beshort
- capitalise
- use alliterations, puns (plays on words) or other stylistic devices
- make use of variations of/allusions to well-known proverbs/sayings and titles of
famous books, songs or films
- don’t forget your audience (e.g. Does your audience understand your pun?).

There are many different types of headings (depending on what you need them for, e.g. a
newspaper article, a website, a book), here are only some examples:
(Note: capital letters for all the important words in titles, but not in headlines)

- direct heading (also descriptive heading) — you say directly what you want/ what the text
etc. is about
e.g. the news headline “Gaza militants fire rockets after Israeli threat”
e.g. “The Advantages and Disadvantages of Nuclear Power”

- indirect heading (also suggestive heading) — you arouse the reader’s curiosity
e.g. the news headline “10 apps that will matter to Kindle Fire users”
e.g. in a girls’ magazine: “What your favourite pizza topping reveals about you”

- question heading — you ask a question the reader would like to see answered
e.g. the news headline “Will Harry Potter finally get a Best Picture Oscar?”
e.g. “Does Europe need the euro?”

- command heading — you tell your reader what to do
e.g. the news headline “Stop being a victim!”

e.g. “Read this!”

- informational headings — you give a certain piece of information

* A reference to The Importance of Being Earnest (title of a famous comedy by Oscar Wilde) makes readers
curious. There’s also an alliteration (having/heading).
4 If you want to hype up your headline, use a superlative.
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e.g. the news headline “The King is dead”
e.g. “Beer builds your bones”

B  TASKS

1 ANALYSING HEADINGS

1 Analyse the titles “Segregation and Integration” (p. 6)/ “From Riot to Racial Harmony” (p.
23) with regard to stylistic devices.

2 Say why you think that the editor chose “Hatred begets only hatred” (p. 9) for the
newspaper article instead of the original in The Telegraph which reads “Victim's mother
renews call for end to violence at Westminster funeral”.

3 Explain the play on words (pun) in “MIGRANTS TAKE US TO THE CLEANERS” (p. 51).

4 Scan the titles in the book for examples of:

a) titles using an alliteration
b) informational headings
c) short, concise headings

d) question headings

2 COMPOSING HEADINGS

1 You have to write a composition on this topic: “Home”. Come up with 3 creative titles.

2 Find four headlines for this short newspaper article.

adapted from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-16089985
(Please copy and paste this hyperlink into your browser.)

Published: 8 December 2011. Last updated at 14:02 GMT

England riots: Twitter 'did not incite rioting'

Twitter was a force for good during the summer riots, a study has found after analysing
millions of messages posted.

The social networking website helped to organise clean-up operations after rioting across
London and other English cities, the research showed.

Riots broke out in Tottenham, north London, on 6 August and spread to other English cities
including Birmingham, Liverpool, Nottingham and Manchester.

The study was funded by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JIC). The JIC is an
education and research body paid for by higher education funding councils. The committee
included experts from a range of disciplines from the universities of Manchester, Leicester,
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St Andrews and Wolverhampton, and University College London. Rioting in Tottenham
began two days after the fatal shooting by police of 29-year-old Mark Duggan.
Unrest quickly spread to other parts of the capital and other English cities.
The study looked at 2.4 million tweets sent during the disturbances and found "no evidence"
to back calls that Twitter should be closed down for inciting unrest. Prof Rob Procter from
the University of Manchester, who led the team, said: "In August this year social unrest
spilled over on to the streets of English cities and the summer riots were the largest public
disorder events in recent history.
"Politicians and commentators were quick to claim that social media played an important
role in inciting and organising riots, calling for sites such as Twitter to be closed should
events of this nature happen again.
"But our study found no evidence of significance in the available data that would justify such
a course of action in respect to Twitter."
"In contrast, we do find strong evidence that Twitter was a valuable tool for mobilising
support for the post-riot clean-up and for organising specific clean-up activities," he added.
Researchers analysed the millions of tweets generated during and after the riots by using
experts in cloud computing from the University of St Andrews. Cloud computing allows
large-scale computing facilities to be accessed and shared by multiple users over the internet.
For this study, researchers set up dozens of computers to analyse the millions of messages
posted during and after the riots.
Dr Alex Voss, from the school of computer science at St Andrews, said without using cloud
computing the analysis would have been "practically impossible".

(Daniela Préls)

© Ernst Klett Sprachen GmbH, Stuttgart | www.klett-sprachen.de |
9“2 Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Von dieser Druckvorlage ist die Vervielfaltigung fiir den

eigenen Unterrichtsgebrauch gestattet. Die Kopiergebiihren sind abgegolten.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


