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Teaching Tip: Moon Palace and Music

Sometimes songs can be used to introduce a certain theme, to achieve a certain effect, to create a different
world in the classroom, and / or to introduce our students to a world they don’t know much about. Here are
some suggestions of ways to use songs during your lessons:

• Use “moon” songs as a pre-reading activity before reading the novel. See
www.arrowweb.com/M1/themoon/song.html for more information.

• Introduce music associated with the “Western”, the “wild west” when discussing Effing’s story.

• Ask pupils to bring along the type of music they think goes best with a particular passage of the
novel and to suggest ways to use this during the lesson.

• Ask pupils to imagine a film was made of Moon Palace and to compile a soundtrack for the movie. 

OR:
• Tell your students that you have managed to get hold of the soundtrack to Moon Palace before it

was released, then play the song If That Were Me by Melanie C. (from her Northern Star Album).
Have pupils find reasons why they think this song has been chosen for the soundtrack. What links
are there between the song and the novel? The lyrics to this song can be found at the following
website: http://musicwordz.virtualave.net/m/melc/thatwere.shtml.

OR:
• Have the pupils divide into two groups: one with pupils who think this song is a good soundtrack

choice and the other with those who think it isn't. Both groups should come up with reasons and be
prepared to discuss their decision.
The group who does not think this song is suitable should come up with another song suggestion
and be prepared to discuss their choice with the other group.

• Pupils can come up with a list of topics and themes that they associate with the 1960s and then
compile a medley of related songs.

• To help pupils deal with a novel, it is useful to introduce them to the 60s era and show them the kind
of thoughts that prevailed at the time that this novel is set. Using songs is one good method of doing
this. Have pupils analyse the lyrics of protest songs of the 1960s (there are thousands!) and identify
the social problems / causes portrayed. The list below includes some other useful songs, the lyrics
for most of which can be found at http://www.summer.com.br./~pfilho/html/lyrics:

• Atlantis (Donovan)
• Bad Moon Rising (Credence Clearwater Revival)
• Day is Done (Peter, Paul & Mary)
• Eve of Destruction (Barry McGuire)
• In the Year 2525 (Zager & Evans)
• Let the Sun Shine In (The 5th Dimension)
• Mr. Sun Mr. Moon (Paul Revere and the Raiders)
• New York's a Lonely Town (The Trade Winds)
• People Got to be Free (The Rascals)
• Revolution (The Beatles)
• War (Edwin Starr)
• I Ain’t Marchin Any More (Phil Ochs)
• Universal Soldier (Buffy Sainte-Marie)
• For Emily, Wherever I May Find Her (Simon & Garfunkel)
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