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Anyone who has ever taught a conver-

sation course knows that the rewards 

of teaching these courses far outweigh 

the difficulties. Whilst exchanging 

information, ideas and opinions, the 

teacher and the learners get to know 

each other and as a result, classes usu-

ally feel at ease and comfortable with 

each other quickly and have a lot of 

fun together.  

The only downside to teaching con-

versation courses is the teacher’s week-

ly quest for an interesting topic. The 

right choice of reading material isn’t 

easy, either: it should be long enough 

to give learners some information so 

they have something to talk about, but 

short enough so that reading will not 

take up too much time. And there is 

the question of vocabulary and listen-

ing exercises. It can all take more time 

than most teachers have.  That is reason 

enough to use a course book, isn’t it? 

Most learners join a conversation 

course from B1 level onwards – that’s 

when their vocabulary is wide enough 

for a conversation including more than 

one or two exchanges, and they’ve 

mastered the basic grammatical struc-

tures needed in everyday discussions. 

In my experience, students’ aim at this 

point is to practice fluency in order to 

express themselves in situations where 

they may be speaking informally to 

speakers of other languages or to na-

tive speakers. They are not interested 

in adding more complicated gram-

matical structures to their portfolio 

or in writing texts. So that means that 

class room time should be used to help 

learners to become fluent by giving 

them the chance to express their 

ideas and opinions and to speak about 

their experiences.

In Conversation B2/C1 is the third in 

a series of course books written for 

adult learners with exactly these 

needs in mind. Topics include a wide 

variety of topical, relevant issues, and 

provide vocabulary and functional 

support for the discussions. Subjects 

such as “What makes you laugh?” or 

“Ecotourism” are guaranteed to give 

your learners something to kick 

around.

Warming up

Teachers know how important it is for 

learners to relax and have some fun, 

so the book starts off with an intro-

ductory lesson where learners are given 

the chance to get to know each other. 

Newcomers to conversation courses 

will realize that this course is differ-

ent, and that learners are attending 

in order to practice expressing their 

opinions, feelings and ideas and en-

quiring about others. They can relax – 

in a conversation course there are no 

right or wrong answers. 

Introducing each topic is a green-

colored band across the top of the 

page with sentences. These can be 

used as a warmer as they introduce 

the topic and suggest vocabulary or 

sentences that may be used during 

the lesson. I like to ask my class when 

or if they would ever say these things 

or if they agree with the statements. 

Consider the example below, taken 

from topic 13 of In conversation B2/C1, 

“Living together”: My learners did have 

a story or two to tell about people they 

had met or about romances that had 

started online. And the sentence about 

the traditional family led to a heated 

debate which involved vocabulary 

discussions. 

Englisch

Conversation Courses – Walk the talk
Whether you want to kick around a topic, debate it or you just want an informal 

chinwag, a course book can be a big help in getting your learners engrossed and 

involved. 
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›  Jenny Richardson-Schlötter 
enjoys teaching conversation courses in 
Nürnberg at the DAI and at the VHS in 
Oberasbach. 

Let me tell you

1  Look at the photos and answer the questions.

1.	 Which	of	the	activities	shown	in	the	photos	do	
you	enjoy?	Why?

2.	 Is	there	a	city	you	would	like	to	visit?	Which	one?	
Why	would	you	like	to	go	there?

3.	 What	do	you	look	forward	to	doing	in	the	fall,	
winter,	springtime	and	summer?	

4.	 What	time	of	year	do	you	enjoy	going	away?		
Why?

2 a  Complete the sentences below and compare 
your answers within your group.

1.	 Some	day	I’m	going	to		 	
	 .

2.	 I’d	really	miss		 	
	 	if	I	couldn’t	do	it	anymore.

3.	 This	winter	I	hope	to		 	
	 .

4.	 It’s	not	worth	worrying	about		 	
	 .

5.	 I’d	love	to		 	
	 .

6.	 I	wouldn’t	like	to		 	
	 .

2 b  Change groups and ask the people in your 
new group which sentence in activity 2 a they talked 
about most or found particularly interesting.

2 c  Form a circle. Each person reports some 
interesting information they have heard in activity 
2 a about other people in the class. Make sure 
everyone is mentioned. 

3 a  Write five or six sentences about something 
you did recently (for example, a holiday or an event 
you attended). The story should be true but add one 
detail that is not true. Look at the example in File 1 
on page 36 if you need some help.

3 b  Read your text to the class and the others 
have to guess which part of the story is untrue. 
After the other students have made their guess, 
they may ask questions about the story. 

I	don’t	believe	…	 |	 Did	…	really	…?	 |	 	
I	suppose	…	 |	 I’m	wondering	if	…	 |	 I	think	…	
is	not	true	because	…	 |	 It’s	probably	true		
that	…	but	…	 |	 Surely	…	didn’t	…

4  Discuss the following questions.

1.	 Why	do	you	wish	to	improve	your	English?	And	
what	would	you	like	to	improve	(for	example,	
speaking	skills,	listening,	vocabulary,	fluency,	
translation	skills)?

2.	 How	would	you	like	your	teacher	to	correct	you?
3.	 Do	you	want	to	do	any	homework?
4.	 In	which	other	ways	could	you	practice	your	

English	outside	of	class?

1 2 3   4
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Englisch

More (than) words

These vocabulary discussions fit in 

very well with the first exercise of the 

topic, which deals with vocabulary 

used to describe relationships. Learn-

ers enjoyed discussing the differences 

and deciding when to use the differ-

ent expressions. One of the files in the 

back of the book provided additional 

information on the terms.

What do you think?

Every topic consists of a short reading 

and listening text with discussion 

questions encouraging learners to 

express and exchange their opinions 

and ideas and give examples from 

their own life. Each topic contains a 

variety of different activities: Dis-

cussing questions, responding to 

provocative statements, reacting to 

photographs or cartoons, doing quizzes, 

playing role plays and games. A favorite 

of mine are the thought-provoking 

quotes which always inspire lively 

discussion and oftentimes laughter.

Before and after class

In my experience conversation classes 

are never homogeneous and weaker 

or less confident learners often ask if 

they can prepare for the next lesson. 

I suggest they look over the first exer-

cise in the new topic at home as a 

preparation for the next class as they 

have a chance to pre-learn the vocabu-

lary and become familiar with the 

topic (the word cloud on the left  is a 

good example of this).

A nice bonus for learners is the 

homework section at the back of the 

book. There is a short homework exer-

cise for each unit.  Usually this is an 

opportunity to practice writing about 

an experience, to give an opinion 

or expand on a quote. There are also 

vocabulary review exercises. 

The book is set up in such a way that 

teachers can be flexible and choose 

topics in any order they find relevant 

to their learners. For example, before 

or after vacation time, the topic “Eco-

tourism” may generate more discussion, 

whereas the topics called “Lying and 

cheating” or “Green California” may 

be coupled with a story in the news.

Try it out for yourselves!

I have enjoyed working with the team 

co-writing all three conversation 

courses. Thanks to In conversation and 

In conversation II (both at level B1/B2), 

my classes and I had lively, informa-

tive and sometimes surprising discus-

sions. Learners were able to talk about 

their life experiences in a relaxed 

classroom environment. I’m looking 

forward to using the new course book 

next semester.

See for yourselves if using one of 

the conversation courses in your 

classes from B1 to C1 level might be 

a good choice for you, too. ‹‹
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› In conversation 
 B2/C1 
 Konversationskurs 
 Englisch mit 
 Audio-CD   
 978-3-12-501557-9  
 € 20,99 
   

› In conversation (B1/B2)
 Konversationskurs mit Audio-CD
 978-3-12-501555-5
 € 20,99 

› In conversation II (B1/B2) 
 Konversationskurs mit Audio-CD
 978-3-12-501556-2
 € 20,99 

Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter 
www.klett.de/inconversation

Weitere Titel: 

  › Discussions 
   that Work 
   978-3-12-533813-5
   € 23,50  

  › Speaking Extra
   Buch + Audio-CD
   978-3-12-533496-0
   € 48,50 
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